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Violence against women and girls by their

This happened in 2008 the 28th of April in springs

partners is recognised as a major international

kwathema within the Gauteng Province.

public health problem in both developed and

More than 10 lesbians for per week are raped or

developing countries. South Africa in

gang raped in Cape Town South Africa alone,

particular is no exception. Information from
different countries indicates that 35%
of all women have been physically or sexually
abused by intimate or non-intimate

and at least 31 have died from the attack over the
last 10 years ,BBC News 2011 June 30
Shared the latest victim was Noxolo Skosana
23year old.

partner.

Victims of violence are not effectively supported

Statistics are sometimes considered unreliable due

by public services and this makes it more

to poor reporting, probably resulting from fear.

Widespread and discourages the survivors from

SA report partly links the low report and

reporting .Noxolo Ngwaza also falls under

conviction rate of violence perpetrators to the post

the stats,8 men gang raped her and murdered her

-apartheid public perception of the police force.

in April 2011.

Violence against women takes many forms

Violence against women in South Africa continues

physical, sexual, economic emotional, trafficking

in full strength without necessary legal

In persons but they represent a violation of human

consequences for perpetrators. South Africa is

rights and dignity with lasting effects

disreputably known for horrendous gender

effects and consequences both for women

based crimes, irrespective of having some of the

themselves and for the communities they live in.

most progressive legislation in the whole

Corrective rape also takes place in certain parts of

of Africa. The 1998 South African domestic

SA. Lesbians are raped with the aim of converting

violence act has one of broadest definitions of

them to hetesexuality. One memorable case of this

violence against women.

sort was the gang –rape murder of Eudy Simelane
of South African football team member and LGBT

Hate crimes bill for SA has been developed and it

right activist.

is underway to effectively address homophobic.
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Violence against women and girls in the country

It is on this basis that POWA and ADAPT realised

has not decreased despite the efforts of

the need to address sexual violence in schools.

the South African government and steps that are

POWA is a feminist organisation which believes

taken to rectify the issue.

that interventions in the context of sexual violence

On the 22nd of March 2018, the day after human

in schools can produce truly effective results with

rights day People Opposing

the assistance of organisations such as ADAPT.

Women Abuse (POWA) launched its first news
publication (The daily Abuse).

ADAPT has expertise in engaging with boys and
young men on issues relating to gender based

This publication is designed as a broadsheet

violence. As such, POWA partnered with ADAPT

publication that reports on 360 incidents

to develop and implement a programme that

of domestic and sexual violence in South Africa

will assist both boy and girl learners in addressing

highlighting the prevalence of gender

sexual violence in their respective school.

based violence in the country .(In the daily abuse

It is important that the generation that follows be

news).

raised in a manner where they

This publication intention was to show the daily

know that abuse is not the way, it is not normal

prevalence of stats showing that

.This will stop them from constantly

every 4minutes a women is abused, leading us to

looking for security in the wrong places e.g. Sugar

360 incidents daily.

Daddy, peer pressure etc.

In 2001 report, Human Rights Watch found that

A child that is raised in a loving family and society

sexual violence against girls “permeates”

would automatically pass it on. We

the whole of the South African education system.

teach our young children all sorts of ways to keep

In 2006, the South African Human

themselves safe. We teach them

Rights Commission noted that sexual violence,

to watch the hot stove, we teach them to look both

including abuse perpetrated by educators

ways before they cross the street.

, was one of the most prevalent forms of violence
identified in its hearings on violence in

Giving voice to the survivors of violence against

Schools .

women and girls, basically and strongly
needs men to have a key role in challenging

Moreover, in 2011, the U.N Committee on the

violence and helping to change the attitudes

elimination of Discrimination

and actions of their peers. We want to work with

Against Women (CEDAW Committee) ‘expressed

them to achieve this.

grave concern about the high number

Our vision is for a society in which no woman or

Of girls who suffer sexual violence and harassment

girl has to live in fear of violence.

in schools by both teachers and

To achieve this vision, society need to prevent

classmates, as well as the high number of girls who

such violence from happening by challenging

suffer sexual violence while on their way

the attitudes and behaviours which foster it and

To and from school in South Africa. A 2012 study

intervening early where possible to prevent

by the Centre for Justice and Crime Prevention

it. Secondly provide adequate levels of support

On violence in schools revealed that 4.7% of

where violence occurs, take action to reduce the

learners have been raped or sexually assaulted at

risk to women and girls who are victims of these

school.

crimes and ensure that perpetrators are brought
to justice.
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