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HOW COMMON IS SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS
 

In a 2001 report, Human Rights Watch found 

that sexual violence against girls “permeates the 

whole of the South African education system”.  

In 2006, the South African Human Rights  

Commission noted that sexual violence,  

including abuse perpetrated by educators, was 

one of the most prevalent forms of violence 

identified in its hearings on violence in schools. 

Moreover, in 2011, the United Nations Committee 

 on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Women (CEDAW Committee) expressed grave 

concern about the high number of girls who 

suffer sexual abuse and harassment in schools 

by both teachers and classmates, as well as the 

high number of girls who suffer sexual violence 

while on their way to/from school (in South  

Africa)”. A 2012 study by the Center for Justice 

and Crime Prevention on violence in schools 

revealed that 4.7% of learners have been raped 

or sexually assaulted at schools.  
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Isolation 
Lack of self confidence
Withdrawal from activities
Visible physical injuries
Making excuses for physical 
injuries 
Sadness and loss of energy
Increased health problems
Heightened anxiety and fear
Loss of appetite 
Inability to sleep

l

l
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l

l

l

l

l

l
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Sleeping problems or nightmares
Problems in school: 
Performance declines
Fear of the dark
Clinging to the mother or siblings
Increased violent behavior
Difficulty getting along with other children
Withdrawal from activities like playing
Shyness
Oversensitivity or easily upset

l
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER REPORTING THE CASE AT 
THE POLICE STATION 

Investigation
 
It can take some time for the police to find all the relevant evi-
dence in order to find the perpetrator abuser. It is therefore cru-
cial for the survivor/victim to be patient. 

NOTE: The police have a duty inform you as to how far they are 
with the investigations. 

Once the investigations are completed by the Police, the sur-
vivor will meet with the prosecutor who is their lawyer, who will 
argue the case on her behalf. If the prosecutor feels that there 
is enough evidence, the case will go to court for a criminal case.  
The prosecutor will then prepare the survivor for her trial or the 
hearing of the case in court.  

Prosecution 

NOTE It is the decision of the prosecutor and not that of the police 
to decide whether or not there is enough evidence to take 
the case to court, after the police have completed the in-
vestigations.  
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Bail Application 

Once a suspect has been arrested for a crime, they usually 
appear in court for a bail hearing or application. Their lawyer 
will argue that an amount of money be paid (the bail) which will 
allow the suspect to wait at home until trial or hearing begins. 
If the suspect fails to appear in court for the trial, they lose the 
bail money. Otherwise the bail money is refunded to the sus-
pect once the trial is over. Where bail is allowed it comes with 
conditions that include ensuring that the suspects attends trial 
and others ensure the safety of the survivor in that that suspect 
should not interfere with her while the investigations are still 
continuing.  
The judge or magistrate may decide that the suspect be denied 
bail. This happens if the suspect is thought to be a danger to 
society, or if they may try and run away instead of going to trial 
or if the suspect may try to interfere with any witnesses or the 
people involved in the case. If the judge or magistrate does not 
permit bail, the suspect will remain in jail until their trial begins.  

Trial (Hearing of a case) 

It is important to note that the SURVIVOR / VICTIM IS A KEY 
WITNESS in the criminal case, making her an important person 
in the case. She therefore has to attend the case as the case 
is between the State and the person who hurt you. Irrespective 
of the questions that you will be asked in court by the lawyer of 
the abuser that might make you feel like you have done the act. 
Remember you have done nothing wrong and it is not your fault 
that you were abused.



9

STEPS

WHY?

IMPORTANT

To lay charges of rape, 
sexual harassment, sexual 
assault or   incest against 
the abuser as the case 
may be. 

NOTE: It is your right to lay 
charges against the abuser, 
for justice to be done and 
to stop him from doing it 
again on you and to others. 

The police officer has to 
ensure that your safety 
is guaranteed as you go 
ahead to lay charge. This 
includes ensuring that 
there is transport for the 
victim when attending the 
case. If the victim needs 
shelter, the police officer 
has to make proper refer-
rals or secure it for her. 

Ensure that you have your 
case number, the name of 
the Investigation Officer 
and the contact numbers.

The doctor will have to 
conduct tests of you 
and gather evidence for 
the sexual assault to 
fill the J88 Form, that 
supports your case. 

‘Post Exposure Pro-
phylaxis’ (PEP) has 
to be administered to 
the victim to prevent 
pregnancy, transmis-
sion of HIV if the victim 
was negative before 
the assault and prevent 
sexually transmitted 
infections (STI’s). 

PEP can only be admin-
istered within 72 hours 
(3 days) after the abuse, 
the earlier the better, so 
act timeously.

Even if no charges 
are laid, going to the 
hospital is crucial for 
your health.

Counselling allows you 
to understand what hap-
pened and why you are 
reacting the way you do.  
In a case of sexual abuse 
it is crucial to undergo 
counselling to avoid 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).

NOTE: Counsellors are 
obliged to maintain con-
fidentiality. They cannot 
share what you told them 
with anyone, so feel free 
to tell them anything. 

Complete all the 
sessions with the social 
worker or psychologist 
as the case may be.

REPORT THE 
MATTER AT THE
NEAREST POLICE 
STATION 

GO TO THE 
NEAREST 
HOSPITAL 

GET 
COUNSELLING 1 2 3
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REPORT
Sexual 
Abuse

STOP
Sexual 

Abuse in 
Schools

ADDRESSING SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS:

Sexual Harassment 
When someone makes com-
ments or talks to you about 
sex when you do not want.  
These comments can be 
made through direct verbal 
communication, by jokes or 
rude names and they can 
be send by use of technol-
ogy. It includes touching or 
grabbing body parts of your 
body that you do not want 
touched.  

Sexual Assault  
When someone forces you 
to let them touch or stroke 
the sex parts of your body, 
or forces you to touch 
the sex parts of someone 
else’s body. Sex parts are 
the mouth, vagina, penis, 
inner thighs, breasts and 
buttocks (bum). 

Rape
Rape is any sexual act or 
attempted sexual act that 
involves putting a penis or a 
fi nder or any object into the 
mouth, anus or vagina of 
someone else against their 
will.  

l Sexual abuse is a criminal offence

l It does not matter whether the learner   
 agreed to sex with an educator, it remains  
 an offence

l A learner sexually abusing the other   
 learner is a serious offence

l If an educator has sex with a learner, it   
 is a serious offence, the educator must be  
 charged, convicted and fi red. he/she must  
 NEVER EVER teach again.

Your teacher might threaten to punish you if 
you say no to sex. In other instances, your 
teacher may not use any physical force but 
promise you better marks, money or a pres-
ent in exchange for sex.  All these are forms 
of sexual abuse.  When parts of your body 
such as a penis, vagina, breasts, bum, hips, 

legs or mouth are touched, rubbed or pene-
trated, this is also sexual abuse. 

A teacher is not allowed to have a sexual rela-
tionship with a learner under any circumstanc-
es, even if the learner is over 16 years or even 
agrees or consents to the relationship. 
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Go 
to the 

Hospital 

Report the 
abuse to 

the Police 

Report the case 
to the 

Department 
of Education 

Go for
Counselling 

Transfer to a 
new school if 

you do not feel 
safe and 

comfortable 
in the 

current one
HOW CAN COMMUNITY ASSIST WOMEN 
AND GIRLS WHEN ABUSED?

What is consent? 
It is when you freely 

agree to do something 
knowing  the conse-

quences of that action  
You are not supposed to 

be forced or influenced to 
agree. You have the 

right to say NO. 

Children below the age of 16 CANNOT 
consent to sex with an adult.

A learner can NEVER consent to a 
sexual relationship with a teacher, 
principal or any adult in a school.  

If you are not sure as 
to what you  are agreeing 

to, then it is NOT  
consent. 

If you are drunk or 
drugged, then it is 

NOT consent.
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HOW DO I REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE AT SCHOOL AND AT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION?

 
If  the abuser is an 
educator

Report the abuse to the 
Principal who has the 
responsibility to report to 
the  Provincial Education 
Department, and if the 
abuser is the Principal 
you can report directly to 
the Department. 

The Department of 
Education will send an 
investigator, who will  take 
statement and collect 
evidence of what 
happened.

The Department can 
suspend the educator while 
it investigates the matter if 
it is a serious offence like 
rape.

Note: Make sure 
you get the name, 
contact number and 
email address of 
the investogator.

If the educator is found 
guilty, they will be fired and 
will never be allowed to 
teach again. 

If the abuser is a 
learner  

The educator investigating 
team must: 

Take statements from you 
(the complainant) , any 
witnessed, and the accused 
learner.

The  accused learner 
or suspect will attend a 
hearing to answer the 
charges.

The educator  who 
investigates must let you 
know within 7 days of the 
complaint being lodges, 
whether the suspect is 
found guilty or not. 

If the accused learner if 
found guilty, they will be 
punished according to how 
serious the offence is. 

If an educator 
given the report 
did not act 
accordingly 
Report the matter 
to the National 
Department of Basic 
Education: 
0800 202 933 or 
012 357 3108/9
or
South African Council 
of Educators: 
086 1007 223
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What happens in case of serious offences?

Where an educator abused a learner, the educator will also 

face a criminal charge with the state, which means that 

the report will be send to the Police and the case will go 

to court. If the educator is found guilty in court, they will be 

send to jail.  

Where the abuser is a learner, in serious offences like 

rape, the police will have to be informed and they will  

address the matter accordingly in terms of the criminal 

laws of the country. 

HOW CAN COMMUNITY ASSIST SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL  
VIOLENCE? 

l Contact a women or children’s rights organization for support and 
legal advice if you need more information.  

l Listen to and believe someone who confides in you; if it is a girl who  
confides, follow the procedure laid for assistance, if you are confronted by 
an adult, ask her how you can help and what she needs to feel safer.

l Intervene if you witness behavior that you believe is violent or abusive.
l Lobby the Criminal justice system (Police, Prosecution and Courts) and 

government for victim friendly services.
l Ensure that the information that you are given by a victim of abuse of  

is confidential. 
l Support or promote the right of all women and girls to live in a safe  

environment. 
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IMPORTANT WORDS:

Suspect:  This means a person who is thought or is suspicious of having 
committed a crime. 

Evidence:  These are the facts, signs or objects that are gathered by the 
police to help them investigate the case. In case of sexual  
violence medical evidence will also be collected. 

Case number:  Every crime reported at the police is given a case number. 
The case number shows when the case was reported. 
Knowing your cases number is important for following 
progress of the case. Together with the case number, 
it is important to obtain the name and contact numbers of the 
investigation officer of your case.   

Confidentiality:  This refers to rules that limits or places restrictions on certain 
type of information been disclosed to other parties.  

Counselling:  The provision of professional assistance and guidance though 
provision of options in resolving personal or psychological 
problems  

Post Exposure Prophylaxis: This is any preventative medical treatment start-
ed immediately after exposure to pathogen (such as disease 
– causing virus), in order to prevent infection by the pathogen 
and the development of the disease.  In cases of sexual violence 
this includes taking an antiretroviral treatment to reduce the 
likelihood of HIV after potential exposure, either occupationally 
or through sexual intercourse.  

Post-traumatic stress disorder: Is a mental health condition that is triggered by 
a terrifying event, either experiencing it or witnessing it. Symp-
toms may include flashbacks, nightmare and severe anxiety, as 
well as uncontrollable thought about the event.  

Survivor:   A person who has survived abuse and is accessing services for 
assistance. 

Trial:  This is an official hearing of the facts of a crime in court, where 
the suspect and the survivor will be present as well as the judge 
or magistrate, the prosecutor, the investigation officer and the 
lawyer of the suspect of the crime complaint of. 




